


Getting Here

Welcome to Reading Swing Exchange 2019! 

We have a fantastic weekend planned for you 
including  taster classes, live music, and, of 
course, lots and lots of dancing!

air

The most convenient airports 
to Reading are Gatwick and 
Heathrow. 

Trains run directly from Gatwick 
airport to Reading. 

Travel from Heathrow airport is 
super easy via the RailAir coach, 
which only takes about 45mins. 

rail

Rail is a great way to travel 
to Reading with direct trains 
available from Oxford, 
London Paddington, Bristol, 
Birmingham, Manchester and 
more! 

Reading has two stations; the 
main station of Reading and 
the local stop of Reading West 
covering the Oxford Road area. 

Reading Station is just 2 
minutes walk from the town 
centre. Take a look at the 
National Rail website for train 
times and ticket fares.

road

Unfortunately, Reading isn’t 
so great for parking. Best bet 
is to leave the car at home if 
possible.

The town centre has several 
multi-stories but these will 
be expensive to use for the 
weekend and the majority 
of streets are designated as 
resident-only parking. We 
strongly recommend checking 
out Just Park or Parkopedia 
online for parking options over 
the weekend. 

If you’re being hosted, please 
speak to your host about the 
parking availability/restrictions 
in their area.

https://www.firstgroup.com/railair/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
https://www.justpark.com/
https://en.parkopedia.com/


Getting around

Buses

Reading has a very good bus 
network. Fares and timetables 
can be found at the 
Reading Buses website. 

Reading Buses also have 
a downloadable app with 
paperless tickets and journey 
planner.

Taxis

Black cabs operate around 
the town centre and 24 hour 
taxi stands can be found by 
the station, on Friar Street and 
on Gun Street. Never use an 
unlicensed cab, no matter how 
tired and keen you are to get 
home.

Our Welcome Desk volunteers 
will have the number for a 
reputable local firms if you 
need one. We recommend 
Top Cars on 01189 442222.

Bicycle

Cycling in Reading is a super 
convenient way of getting 
about. As well being able to use 
the many bus lanes, there are 
designated cycle paths along 
the canals and shared cycle and 
pedestrian pavements along 
London Road. 

You can check out a map of the 
cycle routes in central Reading 
on the Reading Council website.

https://www.reading-buses.co.uk
https://top-cars.co.uk/
http://www.reading.gov.uk/cycling


Where to stay

HosTinG

If you’re being hosted or have volunteered to host, we’ll match you up 
with your host/hostee at the Friday night Welcome Dance. Please let 
our volunteers know at the Welcome Desk and they can point you in 
the direction of our Hosting Coordinator who can introduce you.

accommodaTion

If you aren’t being hosted, you’ve still got plenty of options in and 
around Reading. Stay@Reading at the University of Reading offers 
rooms starting at £15.20 per night for current UoR students, £24.00 
for visiting students and £34.95 for non-students. 

There’s also the Novotel and Ibis on Friar St and the Premier Inn near 
the Oracle shopping centre, and the Pentahotel or Crowne Plaza. 
Fancy a bit of luxury with your dancing? Check out Malmaison or 
The Forbury Hotel. Airbnb is also an option.

rsx competition
There’s only one competition at RSX and that’s our Best Social Dancer 
Award. Social dancing is at the heart of Reading Swing Exchange 
and the best RSX social dancer is someone who adheres to the RSX 
Code of Conduct as well as showing care and attention to all their 
dance partners and others dancing around them. These special folk 
demonstrate the joy, community spirit and conversation of swing 
dancing each time they take to the floor.

At the end of the Tea Dance on Sunday, two winners for the Best 
Social Dancer Award for RSX 2019 will be announced. The winners 
will be allocated by popular vote cast during the RSX Ball and by 
committee commendation. So make sure to read the RSX 
Code of Conduct and exchange names with your dance partners in 
 order to cast your vote!

https://www.reading.ac.uk/ready-to-study/accommodation/stay.aspx
https://ibis.accorhotels.com/gb/city/hotels-reading-v3255.shtml
https://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-5432-novotel-reading-centre/index.shtml
https://www.pentahotels.com/hotels-destinations/united-kingdom/reading
https://www.premierinn.com/gb/en/hotels/england/berkshire/reading/reading-central.html
https://www.crowneplaza.com/hotels/gb/en/reading/reauk/hoteldetail?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qIta=99603195&icdv=99603195&glat=SEAR&qSlH=REAUK&setPMCookies=true&qDest=Caversham%20Bridge,%20Reading,%20GB&dp=true&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIiLPav7uK5AIVg_hRCh1D6QBTEAAYASAAEgIiNfD_BwE&cid=41478&srb_u=1
https://www.malmaison.com/
https://www.roseatehotels.com/reading/theroseate/
https://www.airbnb.co.uk/
https://readingswingexchange.wordpress.com/contact-us/terms-conditions/


eating & drinking
Reading has many great independent places to eat and drink, as well 
as the usual high street fare.  These are some of our favourites...

PuBs

The Oakford Social Club (opposite the main station), The Moderation 
(Caversham Road), The Allied Arms (St Mary’s Butts in the town 
centre), The Turks (London Road) and the Hope & Bear (Cemetery 
Junction), The Nag’s Head (Russell Street, just off Oxford Road) and 
The Castle Tap (Castle Hill). 

cafes

Picnic (Market Place), Workhouse Coffee (King Street), C.U.P. (St Mary’s 
Butts & Blagrave St), Cafe Yolk (Erleigh Road), Alto Lounge (in the 
centre of Caversham), the Global Cafe (London Street), and Pau Brasil 
(London Street).

resTauranTs

Global Cafe (Vegetarian/Vegan, London Street), The Bakery House 
(Lebanese, London Street), Bill’s (behind St Mary’s Church), Pepe Sale 
(Sardinian, Broad Street Mall), London St Brasserie (London Street), 
Sweeny & Todd (Castle Street), Thai Corner (West Street) and Bel & the 
Dragon (Blakes Lock, on Kings Road). 

In the Oracle shopping centre there are also most of the usual chain 
restaurants available on the riverside, including Five Guys, Mission 
Burrito, The Real Greek, Las Iguanas, Franco , Comptoir Libanais, 
Wagamama and Nandos.



Welcome dance
friday 30TH auGusT

We’ll be kicking things off at RSX this year at St Luke’s Parish Hall on Erleigh Road. This beautiful hall was 
made for dancing to live music with it’s beautiful wooden floor, stage and high airy ceiling. The perfect place 
to start the weekend.

Opening up RSX is one of our favourite local swing bands, Heather Jayne & the Red Shoes. A multi-talented 
musician and vocalist, Heather leads one of Berkshire’s finest five-piece jazz, swing and blues bands. No 
strangers to RSX, these folks are guaranteed to get your feet movin’ with their vibrant energy and unique 
take on swing classics and modern tunes. 

In the entrance foyer, our volunteers and committee will be on hand to help you sign in, store your luggage 
and find your host/hostees.

http://www.heatherjayne.com/
http://redlandsparish.org.uk/history/


Welcome dance
friday 30TH auGusT

WHere

St Luke’s Parish Hall
23 Erleigh Road, 
Reading,  
RG1 5LR

alcoHol Policy

This venue has a strict no 
alcohol policy. Please do not 
bring alcohol with you to this 
venue. Cold refreshments will 
be available throughout this 
event.

PuBlic TransPorT

Bus options from the train 
station include 3 Leopard, 3b 
Leopard, 4 Lion, X4 Lion, 9, 
10 Leopard, 10a, 17 Purple, 
19a Orange, 19b Orange, 19c 
Orange, 128 and 850. 

Visit the Reading Buses website 
for journey planning and more 
options.

ParkinG

There is no parking at the 
venue. Please do not park in 
the bays to the right of the 
hall as these are reserved for 
residents. 

Visit Parkopedia for local 
parking options and check 
restrictions on the day in case 
of changes.

WHen

Doors open at 8.00pm  
Band strikes up at 8.30pm 
Dance finishes at 11.00pm

imPorTanT

Please do not wear high or 
sharp heels to this event as they 
may damage the floor.

https://goo.gl/maps/D9b2jkY7AE7G3N9Y8
https://www.reading-buses.co.uk/
https://en.parkopedia.com/


Basecamp
saTurday 31sT auGusT

This year our basecamp will be at the Rising Sun Arts Centre (RSAC). Basecamp will be our taster class venue 
so everything is conveniently located in one place.

Currently the home of Reading Swing Jam’s Solo Jazz & Charleston classes and Balboa Monday’s classes, the 
RSAC is a beloved and award winning cultural hub in Reading. Starting out as a squat created by a group of 
intrepid artists who saw a need for ground-level arts development, for and by the people of Reading, the 
RSAC gained charity status in the mid-90s, and has been at the heart of Reading’s cultural life ever since.

During the afternoon you’ll be able to enjoy a variety of dance and non-dance taster classes both upstairs 
and downstairs. The bar will also be open throughout for you to enjoy a drink between sessions and you’re 
welcome to use this as a place to meet and greet and, if required, shelter from any inclement weather. 

You’ll find a full taster class timetable at the end of this booklet.

https://www.risingsunartscentre.org/
https://readingswingjam.wordpress.com/classes/solo-jazz-charleston/
https://www.balboamondays.org/


imPorTanT

Activities are run on a first-
come-first-served basis. Please 
arrive in good time to ensure 
entry. Spaces may be limited 
due to venue capacity.

alcoHol Policy

The fully licenced bar at the 
RSAC will be open for our use 
during the day. 

Please refrain from bringing 
your own drinks to the venue 
(with the exception of water). 

PuBlic TransPorT

Bus options from the station 
include 5 Emerald, 6 Emerald, 7 
Tiger and 21 Claret. 

Visit the Reading Buses website 
for journey planning and more 
options.

ParkinG

On street parking may be 
available on Kendrick Road. Pay 
and display on London Street. 

Visit Parkopedia for local 
parking options and check 
restrictions on the day in case 
of changes.

Basecamp
saTurday 31sT auGusT

WHere

The Rising Sun Arts Centre
30 Silver Street, 
Reading,  
RG1 2ST

WHen

Doors open at 11.00am  
Closes at 4.00pm

https://www.reading-buses.co.uk/
https://en.parkopedia.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/Qxd7SxDsDi91UFE57


sHim sHam 

Seen everyone pile onto the dance floor for the 
Shim Sham? Wanted to join in but not known 
how? Now’s your chance! Join Jenn Maghzal from 
Reading Swing Jam for a one hour crash course 
in one of swing dance’s most famous and popular 
routines. Starting from scratch, this accessible class 
will give you a good basic knowledge of the Shim 
Sham so you’re ready to join in at the RSX Ball!

laTin Blues

Jenn Maghzal and Jon Dance from Reading 
Swing Jam will take you through some of the 
fundamentals of partnered Blues dancing and 
spice things up with a little Latin flare. This taster 
will set you up with enough material to get 
your groove on this weekend, as well as some 
inspiration to explore any jazz or blues tunes with 
Latin rhythms that might crop up. 

dance Tasters
Try something new at RSX with one of our specially selected skill share taster classes, held downstairs at the 
Rising Sun Arts Centre. Absolute beginners strongly encouraged!

sofT sHoe TaP

Josie Daman will be introducing you to the 
wonderful world of tap dancing! This taster class 
will focus on solo tap footwork but with some 
partner dancing when the steps are appropriate. 
Never fear - No experience or tap shoes required!

BalBoa

Get your shuffle on! Lynn Maslen will give you the 
tools to try out balboa on the dance floor right 
away. This compact swing dance certainly comes 
in handy on busy dance floors and to those faster 
tunes! Lynn dances and teaches balboa all over the 
world, most recently competing (as well as MCing) 
at the California Balboa Classic, but her greatest 
love is her weekly classes in Reading, Balboa 
Mondays. 



acro-Balance 

Whether you’re daunted by the prospect of being 
thrown in the air, or you’re a veteran to swing 
aerials, come and try some beginner partner 
acrobatics. 

Alison and Marcus will be starting with the basics 
so no experience is necessary, but will aim to teach 
variations and transitions to anyone who already 
has experience with the basic poses.

non-dance Tasters
Our community is full of talent! Complementing the range of dance tasters we’ve got planned for RSX 2019, 
we have a selection of non-dancing skill share tasters, so why not trying something a little different?  
These will be taking place upstairs at the Rising Sun Arts Centre.

circus TasTer 

Want to work on your mad skills, or just come and 
see what this circus stuff is all about? Join our local 
circus enthusiasts, Alison and Jamie, for a relaxed 
and informal introduction to some popular circus 
props, no experience necessary. 

There will be props such as juggling balls, clubs, 
poi, hoops, and staffs on hand for you to dabble in 
and a chance to practice what you’ve learnt in the 
courtyard garden at our Sunday Tea Dance venue.

sTreTcH & unWind

Get your mind and body ready for the RSX Ball with this guided stretch and unwind session. Jenn Maghzal 
will lead you through a series of yoga-inspired stretches, working from head to toe, before allowing you the 
opportunity to unwind with a short guided meditation.



Dance Tasters

No partners necessary for the partnered dance 
classes as they will be rotated throughout the 
class. Please dress appropriately. Flat comfortable 
shoes are recommended, as well as a fan and/
or handkerchief/towel. Please bear your fellow 
dancers in mind and consider your personal 
hygiene and bring adequate changes of clothing, 
deodorant and mints accordingly. Tap shoes not 
required for soft-shoe tap taster.

Circus Taster

Participating is at your own risk. Please ensure you 
take heed of any health and safety guidance by the 
session leaders and consider fellow participants 
using the space. 

A second circus session may run after the first if 
there is sufficient interest or if those in the first 
session wish to continue practicing.

imPorTanT

All weekend ticket holders welcome to attend our Saturday daytime sessions. All tasters are hosted on a 
first-come-first-served basis. Entry is dependent on room capacity. Late entry not permitted. Please arrive in 
good time not to miss out. All tasters are suitable for absolute beginners.

Stretch & Unwind

This session is open to anyone no matter your 
physical ability or flexibility. Please wear clothing 
that does not restrict your movement. Yoga mat 
or similar strongly recommended. This session 
will be conducted in bare feet. Warm layers 
recommended for meditation.

Acro-Balance

No need to bring a partner, you will be working 
in groups of three, allowing everyone to try their 
hand at flying, basing, and spotting. Participating 
is at your own risk. Please ensure you take heed 
of any health and safety guidance by the session 
leaders and consider fellow participants using the 
space. Please wear clothing that does not restrict 
your movement. Yoga mat or similar strongly 
recommended for your comfort.



also in reading...
If you don’t fancy the taster classes and would like to head off on your own explorations, Reading has got a 
lot to offer with options for any kind of weather...

aBBey ruins & 
forBury Gardens

Founded in 1121 Reading 
Abbey was once a vast complex 
which was one of the most 
important pilgrimage sites in 
Medieval Europe and the burial 
place of King Henry I. Largely 
destroyed during Henry VIII’s 
Dissolution of the Monasteries 
in 1538, only a small section 
remains but the Abbey Ruins are 
still impressive. Adjoining the 
landscaped grounds are the 
Forbury Gardens, where the 
Abbey’s gatehouse can be also 
seen.

caversHam courT 
Gardens

North of the town centre and 
just over the Thames is the 17th 
century garden of Caversham 
Court. It’s a lovely spot to grab 
an ice-cream from the tea shop 
and relax by the river’s edge.

museums

Reading has several museums, 
including Reading Museum, 
the Riverside Museum and the 
Museum of English Rural Life. 
Learn about the history of life 
on Reading’s canals and rivers, 
dive into MERL’s immersive 
collections or visit Reading 
Museum in the Town Hall to 
find out more about Roman 
Silchester, the Abbey and the 
history of Reading.

Harris Gardens

University of Reading’s beautiful 
botanic gardens are stunning at 
any time of year, but especially 
in summer with rose gardens 
and an adjoining walks through 
a wilderness and around the 
University’s lake.

http://home.fccg.org.uk/
http://home.fccg.org.uk/
https://www.reading.ac.uk/biologicalsciences/SchoolofBiologicalSciences/Facilities/sbs-facilities-harris-garden.aspx
https://www.readingabbeyquarter.org.uk/
https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/
https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/your-visit/permanent-galleries/riverside-museum-blakes-lock
https://merl.reading.ac.uk/


WokinGHam 
WaTerside cenTre

Do you fancy an hour or so on 
the water? Book a Pay & Play 
Session, a great way to dip your 
toe into the wonderful world 
of canoeing and have a play 
to see if you like it. You can 
book a session for half an hour, 
an hour or if you are feeling 
adventurous two hours.

These sessions are not coaching 
sessions but you will be 
supervised from the bank. You 
can choose between sit on top 
kayaks, stand up paddleboards 
or katakanu and must stay in 
sight of the building at all times, 
staff will advise the area that 
you are able to paddle in.

Contact the centre in advance 
of your visit to ensure 
availability to book a session.

readinG Pride

Join Reading’s LGBT+ 
community for a Pride parade 
winding its way through the 
town centre towards King’s 
Meadow, where there’ll be a 
festival with live music and 
much more. Rainbows and 
glitter a go-go!

readinG climBinG 
cenTre

There are over 175 dedicated 
top rope and lead routes, with 
a variety of grades, as well as 
a large dedicated bouldering 
area including a fully equipped 
training area. to be found at 
the Reading Climbing Centre. 
No belayer to climb with? No 
problem; they have Autobelays! 

First time? They offer intro 
classes that will get you 
climbing the walls in no time at 
all but booking is required. 

We recommend you give them 
a call in advance of your visit to 
book a session, as they can get 
busy at the weekends.

vue cinema

Located in the Oracle Shopping 
Centre, Reading’s Vue cinema 
has 11 screens showing the 
latest cinematic releases. A 
perfect lazy rainy day activity for 
those wanting to save their feet 
for the RSX Ball.

https://wokinghamwatersidecentre.com/
https://readingclimbingcentre.com/
https://www.readingpride.co.uk/
https://www.myvue.com/cinema/reading


rsx Ball
saTurday 31sT auGusT

This is the big event of the weekend! We’ll be dancing the night away at St Laurence’s Church at the junction 
of Blagrave St and Friar St, next to Reading Town Hall. This beautiful church was founded in 1121 and 
recently modernised to include a fast wooden floor that is an absolute treat to dance on. 

Led by William Keel-Stocker, the Rebop Rebels will be performing for your dancing pleasure at our main 
event, the RSX Ball. Will’s gathered some of the best swing jazz musicians in the business and they’ll be filling 
the air of St Laurence’s Church with music made for dancing! Dust off that vintage finery, you won’t want to 
miss this gig!

There’ll also be plenty of snacks for your delectation and cold refreshments on hand to fuel *all* the 
dancing!

https://www.stlreading.org/


imPorTanT

Please avoid sharp/stiletto heels 
to preserve the floor.

A walking bus escorting guests 
to the late night Blues Jam at 
the end of this event. Please 
listen out for announcements 
about departure times.

alcoHol Policy

Due to venue restrictions this 
event is alcohol free. Please 
do not bring or consume any 
alcoholic drinks in this building.

PuBlic TransPorT

The main Reading railway 
station is just a few minutes 
stroll away. All buses in Reading 
stop at the railway station or on 
the adjoining roads.

ParkinG

The train station, Oracle and 
Queen’s car parks are 5-10 
minutes walk away. Visit 
Parkopedia for local parking 
options and check restrictions 
on the day in case of changes.

rsx Ball
saTurday 31sT auGusT

WHere

St Laurence’s Church
Friar Street, 
Reading,  
RG1 1DA

WHen

Doors open at 8.00pm  
Band strikes up at 9.00pm 
Dance finishes at 12.00am

https://en.parkopedia.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/bE8hx6UkHHzmzT9u9


Blues Jam
saTurday 31sT auGusT/sunday 1sT sePTemBer

The party doesn’t end at midnight! After the Ball we’ll be taking a leisurely walk over to Watlington House 
Community Hall to continue the fun with live music from much loved Reading locals the Ma Bessie Duo! 

Building on her passion for the Empress of the Blues, Julia Titus formed her band in mid-2015 to share the 
music of Bessie Smith and her contemporaries with a new generation of listeners. The Ma Bessie Duo mix 
classic Blues and Jazz tunes from the inter-war years with a selection of original songs and hand-picked 
covers from the last 50 years of popular music.

Expect a chilled out and cosy vibe at this after party. We’ll be ready with hot and cold drinks, including coffee, 
and a late night snack of bread and cheese between the band sets, to keep the party stoked in to the wee 
hours.

http://www.watlingtonhouse.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/MaBessieBand/


Blues Jam
saTurday 31sT auGusT/sunday 1sT sePTemBer

imPorTanT

This venue is located in a 
residential area and given the 
late hour please take care to 
speak quietly on arrival and 
limit conversations outside 
the building to whispers to 
minimise disturbance to 
sleeping locals.

alcoHol Policy

There is no bar at this event but 
you may bring your own drinks. 
Hot and cold refreshments will 
be available at this event as well 
as some snacks.

PuBlic TransPorT

The 17 bus stops nearby and 
runs throughout the night. 
The venue is approximately 10 
minutes walk from the main 
railway station.

ParkinG

There is some parking on site, 
accessible via South Street. 
Please consider planning ahead 
by using Parkopedia and check 
restrictions before leaving your 

                                                                     vehicle.

WHere

Watlington House  
Community Hall
44 Watlington Street, 
Reading,  
RG1 4RJ

WHen

Doors open at 12.00am  
Band strikes up at 12.30am 
Dance finishes at 3.00am

https://en.parkopedia.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/Wdd7aVWoC7gp7YJE8


Tea dance
sunday 1sT sePTemBer

Enjoy a lie-in on Sunday as we’re not starting until 1pm. We’ll be returning to St Luke’s Parish Hall for our 
Sunday Tea Dance where we’ll be enjoying a relaxed afternoon of dancing. Of course, no tea dance would be 
complete without cakes, sweet treats and tea and we’ll have plenty to enjoy throughout the afternoon.

Back by popular demand The Silver Heels will be performing once again at RSX producing moments of magic 
for musicians and dancers alike. The Silver Heels was formed a few years ago by some of Reading’s finest 
musicians who love playing jazz, swing and charleston music with exuberance and abandon for people 
who love to dance with exuberance and abandon! These charming folk have been entertaining dancers in 
Reading for yonks and we’re stoked to have them join us again for RSX 2019. 

Weather permitting we’ll also have access to the St Luke’s courtyard garden and we’ll be bringing with us a 
selection of circus props with us for those wanting to practice what they learnt during the circus taster.

Massage

We’re delighted to have Express Mobile Spa pampering our guests on our final day. Enjoy a seated head, 
neck and shoulders massage or perhaps a relaxing foot massage. A 10 minute massage just £10 and 20 
minutes only £15. Sign up on the day, first come first served.

Note: Treatments are not included in your RSX tickets. Treatments are payable in cash or on card directly to 
the therapist. Upper body massages are fully clothed.

https://www.facebook.com/DanceInSilverHeels/
https://www.expressmobilespa.co.uk/


PuBlic TransPorT

Bus options from the train 
station include 3 Leopard, 3b 
Leopard, 4 Lion, X4 Lion, 9, 
10 Leopard, 10a, 17 Purple, 
19a Orange, 19b Orange, 19c 
Orange, 128 and 850. 

Visit the Reading Buses website 
for journey planning and more 
options.

WHere

St Luke’s Parish Hall
23 Erleigh Road, 
Reading, 
RG1 5LR

alcoHol Policy

This venue has a strict no 
alcohol policy. Please do 
not bring alcohol with you 
to this venue. Hot and cold 
refreshments will be available 
throughout this event.

ParkinG

There is no parking at this 
venue. Please do not park in 
the bays to the right of the 
hall as these are reserved for 
residents. 

Visit Parkopedia for local 
parking options and check 
restrictions on the day in case 
of changes.

Tea dance
sunday 1sT sePTemBer

WHen

Doors open at 1.00pm  
Band strikes up at 1.00pm 
Dance finishes at 4.00pm 

imPorTanT

Please avoid high/sharp heels to 
avoid damaging the floor.

https://www.reading-buses.co.uk/
https://en.parkopedia.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/yYwonJNNB4AQW3VT8


farewell Blues
sunday 1sT sePTemBer

The final event of the weekend is our Farewell Blues Jam at the Global Cafe, one of Reading’s most exciting 
and unique independent cafe-bars. Another important local cultural hotspot, it’s home to many community 
groups and live music nights from local bands such as gypsy jazz Cafe Zazous and local favourites the 
Silver Heels. This fully-licensed venue provides a wide range of locally-sourced, fair trade and organic 
refreshments. 

We’ve been given permission to BYO dinner, so we can top up those pre-travel appetites with a shared meal 
and last dances as we say goodbye to old friends and new. We highly recommend popping over the road to 
the ‘world famous in Reading’ Bakery House for a delicious Lebanese takeway to power your way through 
the last stretch. 

Survivors’ Photo

Be sure to stay until the end to make it in to the RSX 2019 Survivors Photo! We’ll be taking the photo shortly 
after the last song ends so be ready for it.

http://www.risc.org.uk/global-cafe
https://g.page/BakeryHouse82?share


WHere

The Global Cafe
35-39 London Street, 
Reading, 
RG1 4PS

alcoHol Policy

This is a fully licenced venue 
with a great selection of 
fairtrade hot and cold 
beverages. Please do not bring 
your own drinks to this venue. 

PuBlic TransPorT

Buses 5, 6, 6a, 7, 11, 21 all stop 
outside the Global Cafe.

Visit the Reading Buses website 
for journey planning and more 
options.

ParkinG

Some parking on London 
Street or Kendrick Road may be 
available. 

Visit Parkopedia for local 
parking options and check 
restrictions on the day in case 
of changes

farewell Jam
sunday 1sT sePTemBer

WHen

Starts at 4.00pm  
RSX finishes at 7.00pm

imPorTanT

We have been given permission 
to bring our own food to this 
event. This permission does not 
extend to drinks or snacks (see 
below).

https://www.reading-buses.co.uk/
https://en.parkopedia.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/AvguqP4uVYb7e6Hz8


Jennifer Maghzal
Project manager  
& Design coorDinator

Contact Number 079 2219 6357

Kate Charlton
Hosting & Finance 
coorDinator

Contact Number 079 5899 6080

Jon Dance
music & Venues 
coorDinator

Contact Number 079 7141 3528 

Adam Jones
ticketing  
coorDinator 

Contact Number 075 3807 2625

Marcus Edgar
VoLunteering 
coorDinator

Contact Number 078 1087 6077

Who’s Who
The RSX Committee has been working hard all year to bring you the best weekend of dancing possible. 
They’ll be on hand throughout the weekend making sure everything runs smoothly so if you have any 
questions or feedback please let them know. 

Here’s who’s who...



Henry Carse
WeLFare oFFicer

RSX is committed to the welfare and wellbeing of everyone involved 
with this event. Henry Carse is our impartial Welfare Officer for RSX 
2019. Please feel free to get in touch with Henry during the event 
if you are not able to find or approach the RSX Committee for any 
reason and you have any concerns regarding health and safety or 
violations of the RSX Code of Conduct.

rsX PHotograPHers

These fine gentlemen are our photographers this year’s event. If you see them with their cameras give them 
a smile! If you’d prefer not to be photographed please let them know and they’ll do their best to keep you 
out of shot.

Rayne WelchPhill Brown

also on the team...
These fine folk are also assisting the RSX Committee is making sure this event runs smoothly and enjoyably 
for all attendees. Massive thanks to all these people for their instrumental help before, during and after the 
event!

Lauren Moses
sociaL meDia VoLunteer

Huge thanks to Lauren for 
assisting us behind the scenes. 

Briony Bradbury
rsX runner

Briony is helping us transport our equipment and gear from one 
venue to the next and for that we’re super grateful! 

Contact Number 075 6423 0010

Jon Dance



someone else.

You must make sure that you give your 
ticket to someone of the same role so 
we can try to maintain as even a role 
ratio as possible i.e. followers must give 
their ticket to another follower or leaders 
must give their ticket to another leader.

You must inform the RSX organisers of 
the change to your booking by emailing 
us readingswingexchange@gmail.com 
and include the name and contact details 
of the person who is taking your ticket 
so that the event records can be updated 
prior to the event.

4. HosTinG reBaTe

RSX is offering a £10 rebate to those 
who host attendees as arranged by 
RSX. Rebates will only be processed if a 
successful hosting takes place. This will 
be issued as a partial refund against 
your ticket through Eventbrite after the 
conclusion of the event. One rebate per 
household, irrespective of the number of 
attendees hosted.

5. rsx code of conducT

All Welcome!
All dancers are welcome at RSX 
regardless of their gender/gender 
identity, race, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, disability, physical 
appearance and religion.

Speak No Evil!
Please speak to each other kindly, 
politely and respectfully. Misogynist, 
homophobic, transphobic, ableist, or 

racist language will not be tolerated.

Respect Physical Boundaries!
Everyone at RSX is expected to respect 
the bodies of other people. This means

• Do not touch someone without 
asking permission.

• Stop if someone asks you to 
stop touching them.

• Give others space and time 
alone if they need it.

“Would you like to dance?”
Please ask someone to dance using 
your words – that gives them the 
chance to accept or decline with their 
words. Gestures amongst good friends 
are fine if they’re ok with this.

If someone declines to dance with you, 
be ok with that. Understand that no one 
is obliged to dance with you under any 
circumstances.

“Yes, please!” &  
“No, thank you.”
If you are asked to dance and you want 
to do so, offer enthusiastic consent – 
“Yes, please!”. If you are asked to dance 
and you don’t want to, reply with a 
polite “No, thank you.” You do not have 
to justify your answer.

Floorcraft & Aerials
Please take care of yourself and look 
out for your dance partner and the 
other dancers in your vicinity. If a 
collision happens, stop dancing and 
check that everyone is ok. If not, 
comfort the injured or seek first aid on 
their behalf. If yes, acknowledge the 
accident with an apology and continue 
to dance, amending any behaviour 

1. rsx sTaTemenT of  
 inTenT

The Reading Swing Exchange 
Committee aims to organise and host 
a weekend of dancing and events for 
the enjoyment of Swing dancers from 
near and far. The RSX Committee 
aims, where possible, to showcase 
local musical talent and local venues/
businesses. 

The RSX Committee will do their best 
to ensure that this event is inclusive 
and accessible and where possible 
implement guidelines and procedures 
to ensure the happiness, health and 
safety of all RSX guests, volunteers, 
hosts, musicians and organisers.

2. disclaimer

Wherever possible RSX committee and 
volunteers will work to make RSX as 
safe an environment as possible for all 
attendees.

All attendees are responsible for their 
own health, wellbeing and belongings 
during their attendance at RSX, 
including whilst on excursions outside 
of the RSX venues. RSX cannot accept 
any liability for injury/accident/illness or 
lost/stolen belongings caused whilst at 
any activity hosted by RSX.

3. cancellaTion Policy

We understand that the unexpected 
can happen and if you find that you 
are unable to attend the event, you 
are welcome to pass your ticket on to 

Terms & conditions
By registering and purchasing a ticket for Reading Swing Exchange (RSX) you are agreeing to abide by the following Terms & Conditions, 
including the RSX Code of Conduct. RSX Committee reserves the right to expel you from a venue, or even the entire event without 
issuing any refund, as well as ban you from future events, should you fail to comply with any of the following Terms & Conditions listed.



• physical gestures

• facial expressions

• jokes

Sexual harassment can be obvious or 
indirect, intentional or unintentional, 
physical or verbal, repeated or one-off, 
and perpetrated against people of any 
sex or gender.

If you harass someone in any way, you 
may be asked to leave and you may be 
banned from other events managed by 
the organising team; the police may be 
notified, and this is at our discretion. 
We do not have to give you a second 
chance.

If you aren’t sure, if you think 
something is creepy, if something 
makes you feel uncomfortable and you 
want a second opinion, or if you see 
something and you’ve got a hunch, seek 
out a member of the RSX Committee 
or the RSX Welfare Officer and ASK for 
advice. We WILL act immediately on 
your reports or complaints.

Consent Guidelines
• Ask for verbal consent:“Would 

you like to dance?”

• Even if you’ve been given 
consent at a previous occasion, 
ask every time, and use your 
words.

• Be ok with people saying no 
and don’t press them to justify 
their reply. “No thank you” is all 
the answer they need to give 
you.

• Aim for enthusiastic consent 
every time.

• If someone says “stop!” – on or 
off the dance floor – you must 
stop immediately.

• Pay attention to your dance 
partners. Be careful not to 
touch their ‘private’ zones, and 
take all care to avoid hurting 
them on and off the dance 
floor.

7. alcoHol & food  
 Policy

The legal drinking age in the UK is 
18 years old. Supplying alcohol to a 
minor is illegal. It will not be tolerated, 
we reserve the right to expel you 
immediately from the event.

If you are drinking, you are expected 
to drink responsibly, and you must not 
drive. Please approach a member of the 
committee, who can call you a cab or 
arrange a ride to your accommodation 
for you. If you become so inebriated as 
to behave inappropriately or in any way 
that brings risk to yourself or others, 
you may be asked to leave the venue.

Each of our venues has a different 
Alcohol Policy, as listed on our website 
and included in your event booklet. If 
you wish to drink alcohol, please make 
yourself familiar with and adhere to 
these individual policies. Ignorance 
is not an excuse; non-compliance will 
result in your immediate expulsion from 
the venue.

With our limited budget unfortunately 
we aren’t able to cater for all dietary 
needs. We will do our best to provide 
dairy-free milk where possible, and a 
gluten-free cake option at the Sunday 
tea dance, however we can’t guarantee 
that these will be available. All our 
events may have gluten, nuts, dairy 
products or other allergens present.  
We can’t guarantee that free-from 
products aren’t cross-contaminated by 
other products available. 

You’re welcome to bring your own milk 
alternatives and cakes/snacks to RSX 
events, with the exception of venues 
that sell allergen-free products. We ask 
that home-made treats be for personal 
consumption only. If you’d like to share 
commercially made products these 
should be given to a member of the RSX 
committee in their original packaging to 
show the ingredients.

likely to cause a repeat collision (e.g. 
dance smaller, keep kicks and arms in 
check, be more vigilant etc.).

Refrain from executing any aerials, lifts, 
or drops on the social dance floor unless 
entering into a jam circle. You must 
have verbal consent from each dance 
partner before you do any aerials, lifts 
or drops. Past consent does not count – 
ask them again. 

Personal Hygiene
As dancing often requires physical 
and sometimes close contact, you are 
expected to take reasonable care to 
ensure good personal hygiene. This 
may include bathing and brushing 
teeth regularly, carrying suitable 
changes of clothing and deodorant. 
The RSX Committee will do our best to 
assist our guests with this by providing 
deodorants for our guests’ use in the 
toilets, hand sanitiser gel and breath 
mints by the food/drinks tables.

Tapir
Thank you for reading our Ts&Cs. Slip 
the phrase “Tapir” into a conversation 
with any member of the RSX Committee, 
and the mention of these quirky odd-
toed ungulates will earn you a small 
chocolate prize. (Please Note: only one 
prize per person per exchange).

6. HarassmenT Policy

In the UK, harassment (including sexual 
harassment) is considered a form of 
discrimination under the Equality Act 
2010. Discrimination which is against 
the Equality Act is unlawful. Harassment 
is described as unwanted behaviour 
which you find offensive or which makes 
you feel intimidated or humiliated.

Harassment can include but is not 
limited to:

• spoken or written words or 
abuse

• offensive emails, tweets or 
comments on social networking 
sites

• images and graffiti



need Help?
The RSX Committee is committed to helping out our guests, musicians, volunteers and hosts wherever 
possible. Please find below a helpful guide for where to get help or whom to ask.

Before THe evenT

Check out our FAQs webpage, the answer to your 
questions may be there. If not, feel free to get 
in touch via our Contact Us page on our website 
readingswingexchange.co.uk or email us at 
readingswingexchange@gmail.com 

You can also message us on Facebook, Twitter or 
Instagram.

aT THe evenT

Our volunteers stationed at the welcome desks can 
be found at every event venue. Volunteers on shift 
will be wearing red sashes and can assist you with:

• Queries about event scheduling or locations

• Taxi numbers

• Recommendations and directions, including 
places to eat, visit, stay or parking

• Reporting a water spillage or any other 
health and safety concerns

useful numBers

999 UK Emergency Number

101 Police Non-Emergency Number

111  NHS Non-Emergency Number

01189 442222 Top Cars Taxi

07538 153631 RSX Welfare Officer

BiGGer issues

Our RSX Committee will be on hand throughout 
the event making sure that everything runs 
smoothly. You can identify those on duty by their 
red ribbon sashes. Please speak to the committee 
if you have any queries or concerns about:

• Health and safety

• Violations of the RSX Terms & Conditions 
including the Code of Conduct

• Volunteering

• Hosting

• Music

Contact numbers for the RSX Committee can be 
found on the Who’s Who page of this booklet.

If for any reason you aren’t able to approach the 
RSX Committee about a health and safety issue or 
a violation of the Code of Conduct please get in 
touch with our Welfare Office.

losT ProPerTy

Lost property will be stored at the Welcome Desk 
for each event; if you have lost something please 
let the volunteers at the Welcome Desk know. 

Once Reading Swing Exchange has ended, pictures 
of all unclaimed items will be posted on the RSX 
Facebook page in an effort to return belongings to 
their rightful owners. 

Any items unclaimed a month after the end of RSX 
will be donated to charity.

https://readingswingexchange.wordpress.com/contact-us/
https://www.facebook.com/ReadingSwingExchange/
https://twitter.com/RSX2019
https://www.instagram.com/readingswingexchange


special Thanks
volunTeers

We’d like to thank the many people who volunteered their time before, during and after RSX for all their 
support, resources and assistance in making such a special event happen.

readinG sWinG Jam

Big shout out to Reading Swing Jam for sponsoring this year’s event! RSJ runs swing 
dance classes, workshops and social events all year round in Reading. 

rsx merchandise
This year we’re offering RSX merch via Red Bubble, which means a range of colour and style options for 
t-shirts as well as mugs, travel mugs and water bottles too, all delivered direct to your door!

http://www.readingswingjam.co.uk/
https://www.redbubble.com/people/rdgswingxchange


saTurday dayTime acTiviTies TimeTaBle

Start Time End Time Activity Location at the Rising Sun Arts Centre

11.00am 12.00pm Latin Blues Taster Downstairs

11.00am 12.00pm Acro-Balance Upstairs

12.15pm 1.15pm Shim Sham Crash Course Downstairs

12.15pm 1.15pm Circus Taster Upstairs

1.30pm 2.30pm Soft Shoe Tap Downstairs

1.30pm 2.30pm Circus II Taster Upstairs

2.45pm 3.45pm Balboa Taster Downstairs

2.45pm 3.45pm Stretch & Relax Session Upstairs

at a Glance

Welcome dance Friday 30th August

St Luke’s Parish Hall

23 Erleigh Road, Reading, RG1 5LR

Starts 8.00pm 
Finishes 11.00pm 
Band at 8.30pm

Live music from  
Heather Jayne  
& the Red Shoes

saTurday BasecamP Saturday 31st August

The Rising Sun Arts Centre

30 Silver Street, Reading, RG1 2ST

Opens 11.00am 
Closes 4.00pm

rsx Ball Saturday 31st August

St. Laurence’s Church

Friar Street, Reading, RG1 1DA

Starts 8.00pm 
Finishes 12.00am 
Band at 9.00pm

Live music from  
The Rebop Rebels

Blues Jam Saturday 31st August/Sunday 1st September

Watlington House Community Hall

44 Watlington Street, Reading, RG1 4RJ

Starts 12.00am 
Finishes 3.00am 
Band at 12.30am

Live music from the  
Ma Bessie Duo

Tea dance Sunday 1st September

St Luke’s Parish Hall

23 Erleigh Road, Reading, RG1 5LR

Starts 1.00pm 
Finishes 4.00pm 
Band at 1.30pm

Live music from  
The Silver Heels

fareWell Blues Sunday 2nd September

The Global Cafe

35 – 39 London Street, Reading, RG1 4PS

Starts 4.00pm 
Finishes 7.00pm

https://goo.gl/maps/TeCcmLCecSCL17dp8
https://goo.gl/maps/TeCcmLCecSCL17dp8
https://goo.gl/maps/Gznx6bMVSQK56CL18
https://goo.gl/maps/wo9sfyVYDcYW9S4t7
https://goo.gl/maps/KY5A5HftfgAbsXvHA
https://goo.gl/maps/3rqide4HZTeSDneo8

